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Dear Friends of ASAP Africa,







       Autumn 2009
The beautiful autumn season is upon us, bringing spectacular colors and much welcomed cooler weather to the southern US. Excitement and change is in the air! What better time to announce the launch of our new website! 
www.asapafrica.org
Please check out the new features and videos and learn more about ASAP’s ongoing work to help cultivate self reliance in Zimbabwe and Malawi. We would be delighted to hear your comments. For web service inquiries contact Sean Adkinson: sean.adkinson@gmail.com.

Fall is also time for the Combined Federal Campaign! If you are a federal employee, (or know one), ASAP Africa is now a member of the Aid for Africa Federation. We are proud to have met the rigorous financial, accountability and governance standards and ask for your CFC support.  Our CFC number is 10029. To make your CFC donation online now go to:  http://www.aidforafrica.org/member-charities/a-self-help-assistance-program/
In Malawi the Chivuma Pa Chuma (CCP) "Unity for Economic Growth" internal savings and lending (IS&L) project is gaining popularity quickly. Over 1,500 members are already accessing loans through this rural micro-finance project. The project began in January 2009 in the Chikwawa area, southwest of Blantyre, near ASAP’s office. Since June ASAP expanded the project to improve the household income in the Lunzu area, northeast of Blantyre, in partnership with Total Land Care.  On 1 October, to decrease operating expenses, improve access to electricity and email, the ASAP Malawi office was moved from the rural base to urban Blantyre. This move will help better coordinate efforts with other organizations as we expand the benefits of our work in the southern region of the Country. 
On 6 October ASAP Malawi welcomed Michael Mainje to the team as the CCP Project Manager. Michael is a certified teacher with a degree in agriculture. His skill set brings the knowledge required to improve the lives of rural subsistence farmers. 
In Zimbabwe Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai announced in mid October MDC will disengage indefinitely from a unity government that has been in place since February 2009. Many fear that this is putting the most vulnerable citizens at risk of hunger and disease threatens to sweep the country. December brings the onset of the “hungry season”, when food from the previous year's harvest begins to run out. It is expected that 3 million of the population of 8 million will require food aid this year. The safety net that ASAP’s IS&L project provides is needed more than ever in Zimbabwe today.
ASAP’s continues to work diligently to improve the household income of over 24,000 families in Zimbabwe combining business skills and training in IS&L. With 85% unemployment, the informal sector is the only option for many. When people work together in an IS&L savings club, all the members reap the benefits of increased access to working capital. In partnership with Catholic Relief Services, ASAP is now providing training in IS&L in the Chimanimani district of eastern Zimbabwe in addition to Mutare, Nyanga and Mutasa.    
Late October will bring the onset of the rainy season in southern Africa. We ask that you remember to include a prayer for abundant rainfall and bumper harvests for our friends in Africa. 
As always, thank you for your interest in ASAP Africa.
Sincerely,

Elizabeth Bara

Executive Director 
